Chromatin organization in Paracentrotus lividus eggs.
After purification by buoyant density centrifugation in ethidium bromide - CsCl gradient and electrophoretic fractionation, the DNA fragments isolated from P. lividus egg nuclei incubated with micrococcal nuclease exhibit a typical oligomeric pattern. Analysis of chromatin samples digested to an increasing extent by micrococcal nuclease reveals that the structural organization of egg chromatin is heterogeneous, both in terms of repeat size and degree of sensitivity to nuclease attack. The nucleosomal repeats of P. lividus sperms and embryos up to the mesenchyme blastula stage have also been determined, for comparison.